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News            from Rep. Stephanie Herseth
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           For Immediate Release
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           Contact: Russ Levsen, 202-225-2801
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HERSETH            STATEMENT ON FRA DENIAL OF DM&amp;E LOAN APPLICATION

February            26, 2007, Washington, D.C. – Rep.            Stephanie Herseth released the following statement today in response            to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) decision to deny the loan            application for the Dakota, Minnesota and Eastern (DM&amp;E) Railroad.

 6 / 9



Herseth Statement On FRA Denial of DM&amp;E Loan Application

Herseth said, “I            am disappointed that the Federal Railroad Administration has rejected            the DM&amp;E loan application. With this decision we have missed a unique            opportunity to invest in increased rail competition that would benefit            South Dakota’s rural economy. 

“As captive grain            and ethanol shippers in South Dakota and across the Great Plains will            tell you, there is a serious and harmful shortage of rail infrastructure            in this country and I am disappointed that the Administration failed            to recognize the potential of this loan to help alleviate this serious            situation. Additionally, I am concerned that South Dakota consumers            may face greater risk of higher electricity rates if we fail to address            the shortage in rail capacity and competition. 
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“Though today’s            decision represents a completion of this specific loan application process,            the need for improved railways does not go away, and I know I join many            others in my continued and undiminished commitment to that goal.” 

#            # #
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Congresswoman            Stephanie Herseth serves South Dakota in the U.S. House of Representatives.            She is a member of the Blue Dog Coalition, a group of moderate Democrats            committed to fiscal discipline and strong national security, and is            co-chair of the Rural Working Group, which is dedicated to raising the            profile of issues important to rural America. She also serves on three            committees vital to South Dakota’s interests: Agriculture, Veterans’            Affairs and Resources.
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